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The presence of servants, workers who resided in the households of their employers, is a central feature of the European Marriage Pattern, a 
demographic system sometimes viewed as favouring economic growth. This paper compiles available data on servanthood in a wide range of 
European societies between 1500 and 1900. These enable comparisons with other features of the European Marriage Pattern – marriage age, 
lifetime celibacy, and household complexity – across space and time. Both theoretical and historical considerations suggest that servanthood 
responded not just to demographic systems but also to many other factors.

© 
Th

e T
ru

ste
es

 of
 th

e B
riti

sh
 M

us
eu

m.
 S

ha
re

d u
nd

er
 a 

Cr
ea

tiv
e C

om
mo

ns
 A

ttr
ibu

tio
n-

No
nC

om
me

rci
al-

Sh
ar

eA
lik

e 4
.0 

Int
er

na
tio

na
l (C

C 
BY

-N
C-

SA
 4.

0)
 lic

en
ce

.


